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BEITISH AND AMEEICAN PEISONEES OF WAE, 1778. 

CONTRIBUTED BY WORTHINGTON C. FORD. 

(Continued from p. 174.) 

John Cunningham, 1 st Lieut, in Pennsylvania militia. Taken not 
far from Philadelphia, 16 September, 1777. 

Abra'm Stout, 1"' Lieut, in the 2* New Jersey regiment. Commis- 
sioned, 1 January, 1777. Taken at Cooper's Ferry, Jersey, 6 April, 
1778. 

Henry Murfits [Murfields], Lieut, in the Pennsylvania militia. 
Commissioned, 6 May, 1777. Taken at his own house, 19 February, 1778. 

Robert Walker, Lieut, in Col. Brewer's regiment. Commissioned, 
6 November, 1776. Taken 15 miles from Philadelphia, 7 April, 1778. 

John Hyat, 2* Lieut, in Col. Hall's regiment. Commissioned, 5 
April, 1777. Taken at his own house while on furlow, 25 April, 1778. 

Sam l Whiting, 2 a Lieut, in Col. Lamb's regiment. Taken, 10 De- 
cember, 1777. 

Timothy Taylor, Ensign in Col. Bradley's regiment. Commis- 
sioned, 10 June, 1776. Taken [at Fort Washington], 16 November, 1776. 

Joseph Hull, Ensign in Col. Bradley's regiment. Commissioned, 
10 June, 1776. Taken [at Fort Washington], 16 November, 1776. 

Dan l Knowlton, Ensign in Col. Knowlton's regiment. Commis- 
sioned, 20 June, 1776. Taken [at Fort Washington] , 16 November, 1776. 

Eli Barnum, Ensign in Col. Bradley's regiment. Commissioned, 1 
July, 1776. Taken [at Fort Washington], 16 November, 1776. 

Tho s U. Fosdick, Ensign in Col. Charles Webb's regiment. Com- 
missioned, 10 July, 1776. Taken [at Fort Washington], 16 November, 
1776. 

John Thomson, Ensign in Morgan's militia. Commissioned, March, 
1776. Taken near Princeton, 3 January, 1777. 

Jeremiah B. Eells, Ensign in Col. Bradley's regiment. Commis- 
sioned, 10 June, 1776. Taken [at Norwalk], 15 March, 1777. 

Joseph Payne, Ensign in the 9 th Virginia regiment. Commissioned, 
4 January, 1777. Taken, 4 October, 1777. 

Jon th Smith, Ensign in the 8th Virginia regiment. Commissioned, 
16 March, 1777. Taken, 4 October, 1777. 

Jacob Somers, Ensign in the Pennsylvania militia. Taken at his 
own house, 1 May, 1778. 

Peter Paul, Ensign. Commissioned, 31 July, 1776. Taken, 16 
November, 1776. 
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Benj a Storrs, Q r Mas' of Col. Durkee's regiment. Commissioned, 
7 September, . Taken, 22 November, 1776. 

Isaac Crane, Adjutant of Field's militia. Taken, 16 March, 1777. 

John Eay, Q r Mast' of militia. Taken, 24 February, 1778. 

Thomas Kennedy, Volunteir. Taken, 22 April, 1777. 

William Mills, citizen. Taken from his own house. Never bore 
a commission. 

Samuel Mills, Q r Mas' Sheldon's troop of cavalry. Taken, 15 De- 
cember, 1777. 

Thomas Millard, 2 d Lieut, in Phila. militia. Commissioned, 1 May, 
1777. Taken, 14 February, 1778. 

Aaron Chew, 2* Lieut, in Jersey militia. Taken, 19 June, 1778. 

John Cozens, Captain in Jersey militia. Taken, 9 March, 1778, at 
his house, New Jersey. No commission. Should be No. 36 if exchanged 
as a Captain. 

Goodall, Captain. 

John Swan, Captain in Baylor's Dragoons. Taken, 28 Sept., , 

Jamen Town. 

William Martin, Lieut, in Proctor's artillery regiment. Commis- 
sioned, 1 April, 1777. Taken in New Jersey, 15 March, 1778. 

Samuel McFarlan, Lieut, of the Jersey militia. Taken in New 
Jersey, 28 March, 1778. 

Joseph Britton, Lieut, in Gist's " additional" regiment. Commis- 
sioned, 6 February, 1777. Taken on Philips Heights, above King's 
Bridge, 16 September, 1778. 

James Sims, Lieut, in the 1 st Maryland regiment. Commissioned, 
17 April, 1777. Taken on Philips Heights (was taken before Brit- 
ton). 

William Bodgers, Lieut, in the 4 th Virginia Continental. Commis- 
sioned, 28 September, 1776. Taken in English neighborhood, New 
Jersey, 23 September, 1778. 

Eobert Eandolph, Lieut, in Baylor's Dragoons. Taken in New 
Jersey, 28 September, 1778. 

Peregrine Fitzchew [Fitzhugh], Cornet in Baylor's Dragoons. 
Taken in New Jersey, 28 September, 1778. 

Thomas Evans, surgeon's mate in Baylor's Dragoons. Taken in 
New Jersey, 28 September, 1778. 

Baldwin Dade, volunteer in Baylor's Dragoons. Taken in New 
Jersey, 28 September, 1778. 

John Keltey, volunteer in Baylor's Dragoons. Taken in New Jer- 
sey, 28 September, 1778. (In the provost guard.) 

Alexander MoCaskey, D.C.G. of forage. Taken at Maroneck, 8 
September, 1778. 

Mark Garrett, Com y of forage. Taken at Maroneck, 8 September, 
1778. 
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General Washington to Colonel Samuel B. Webb. 

Head Quarters Middle brook 
25"> Feb*, 1779. 

Dear Sib: 

Agreeable to my promise, when you were at Head Quarters, I have 
had a calculation made from the last returns of the Commissary of Pris- 
oners, of the number of privates which upon the several propositions 
that have been made by the enemy, we should have to give them in a 
general exchange of our officers for officers and privates of the Conven- 
tion Troops— By submitting this to Congress, if necessary, they will be 
the better able to decide on the propriety of adopting the measure 
solicited in the memorial which you have been appointed to present. 
I am with great regard 
Dear Sir 

Your most obed Ser'. 
Colonel Webb. Go Washington. 

[See table on opposite page.] 



Bank. 

L* Colonel 
Major 

Captain 

Lieut" 



A LIST OF OFFICERS, PRISONERS TO THE 
CHANGEABLE BY THE RULES 
FROM THEIR DIFFERENT RETURNS. 
Names. 
John Smock 
George Wright 
Eobert Hodson 
Edward Hertan 
Jacob Covenhoven 
Francis Grier 
Benjamin Walton 
John Blake 
John Ofburn 
Henry Murfits 
Silas Snow 
Theophilus Little 
Cornelius Van Tafsel 
Thomas Millard 
James James 
Aron Chew 
Ensign Jacob Summers 

Colonel William Coates 

L' Colonel Thomas Reynolds 

Major Enoch Edwards 

Brg-Maj" Dan* Hammel 

Lieu' Jacob Bright 

Enfign Andrew McMinn 

Comfs* Gen 1 Musters Gunning Bedford 



BRITISH, NOT EX- 



Eemarks. 



Taken from the return 
of these on Parole, 
Long Island. 



Taken from the return 
of these at home on 
Parole. 
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Bank. 


Names. 


Remarks. 


Colonel 


John Hannum 




L' Col 1 


Persifer Frazier 




Major 


William Williams 






Benj" Bowne 


Taken from the return 


Captain 


Samuel Swift 


• of these who deserted 


Lieu' 


Andrew Forrest 
Daniel Cressop 
Joseph Blake 


their Parole. 


Enfign 


William Marrener 




Lieu 


Joel Westcot 
Thomas Kilty 




Comit 


• In Provost. 
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N.B. — Besides the above there are twenty Prisoners of different Banks to 
be deducted from the Enemy's General return who have been either since 
exchanged, Came under the Navy Department or are Citizens. Those 
whose names are specified in this List, ought not to be accounted for, ac- 
cording to the Custom of War, as I am well acquainted with the Circum- 
stances of their Capture & the manner in which they made their escape. 

A LIST OF OFEICERS DUB FROM THE ENEMY THE 8 DAY OF 
DECEMBER ANNO 1778. 



Hank. 


Names. 


Corps. 


Remarks 


Major 


Frederick Hundran 


Long Isd Milit" 






D'Marbaum 


Dragoons 




Captain 


B. Dawes 


53 d Eegiment 






Simon Lord 


do do 






John Beard 


do do 
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Rank. 


Names. 




Corps. Remarks 


Captain 


D. Guyun 




L' Infantry 




Dammies 




ditto 




Slagentuffie 




Dragoons 




John Barbarie 




1 st Jersey Volunt* 


Lieu' 


Thomas Hughs 




53 d Eegim' 




Archib a Gordon 




do do 




John M. Brown 




do do 




Alex r Frazer 




71" Eegim' 




Meyer 




Grenadiers 




Beryhoff 




ditto 




Breva 




Dragoons 




Roachrodt 




do 




Koch 




do 




Nesbit 




do 


Ensign 


Chevalier Dentrofhe 


62 a Regm' 




Thomas Mann 




Kings Loy 1 Am' 




Jemeriah Pemberton 


ditto 




Audra 




Infantry 




D Nacke 




do 




D. Banzan 




do 


Comit 


Strutza 




Dragoons 


Chaplain 


Melikimer 




ditto 


Judge Advo 


e Thomas 


} 




Surgeon 


Verbroof 


Dragoons 


Barrack 


I Ifaac Bonnell 






Master 






Comfsr 


Fromaute 






Surgeon 


Menza 
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Mate 


Chew 


Hospitals 


Surgeon 


Seely 
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N.B. — There may probably be more Officers and Privates prisoners 
with us than are included in the above return, but having no regular 
reports from my Deputy's, I cannot exactly ascertain the number. 

Vol. xvii. — 21 
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STATE OF OFFICERS IN CAPTIVITY, EXCLUSIVE OF THOSE OF 
THE CONVENTION TROOPS. 1 
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American officers in Captivity per return 
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176 
16 

10 
20 


36 
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4 
10 


Officers included in the above whom we re- 
fuse to exchange as p lift N° 2 

By the fame lift there appears to be 20 
others not enumerated, who are not prop- 
erly exchangeable, which may be propor- 


Officers, prfioners with us, who have been 
fent into the enemy for whom they have 
not returned others — and thofe f till in our 
hands, exclufive of the Convention troops 
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46 


18 
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11 


11 
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21 


130 


18 





From the above eftimate, it appears, that the ballance of 
Prifoners, in officers, in favour of the enemy exclufive of the 
troops of the Convention, and inferior ftaff officers who are 
omitted as they do not materially affect the calculation — is 

3 Brigadiers 21 Captains 

11 Colonels 130 Lieutenants 

11 L Colonels 18 Enfigns 

6 Majors 

The ultimatum of the enemy's propofitions as mentioned 
in private converfation was to exchange one half of our 
officers for as many of theirs of the Convention troops and 
the remainder in private men on this plan. 

The number to be exchanged for privates will be 

1 Brigadier 10 Captains 

6 Colonels 65 Lieutenants 

6 Lieutenant Colonels 9 Enfigns 
3 Majors 

1 This table is in the MS. of Alexander Hamilton. 
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The loweft ratio that can be thought of between officers 
which is founded upon the number of grades in each com- 
miffion is — 

a Colonel as 6 Captain as 3 

Lieut. Colonel as 5 Lieutenant as 2 

Major as 4 Enfign as 1 

This was proposed by the American commil'fioners at 
German town; but not acceded to — The loweft ratio to 
which the British Commiffioners would confent, was the 
following — 

a Colonel as 13 Capt as 3 

L Colonel as 8 Lieu as 2 

Major as 5 Enf as 1 

The ratio fettled in the cartel between the French and 
Englif h in 59 was, in the infantry 

German florins. 

a Colonel as 600 

Lieut Colonel as 300 

Major as 120 

Captain as 70 

Lieutenant as 24 

Enfign as 20 

Private as 4 

Reduced to numbers upon the principle of the two fore- 
going it would ftand thus — 

a Colonel as 30 

L Colonel as 15 

Major as 6 

Capt • as 3J 

L l as 1£ 

Enfign as 1 

The calculation on the firft ratio will ftand thus — 

1 Brigadier fay equal to 2 Colonels @ 6 12 

6 Colonels @ 6 36 

6 L Col' 5 30 ' 

3 Majors 4 12 

10 Captains 3 30 

65 Lieutenants 2 130 

9 Enfigns at _9 

259 
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Five privates for an Enfign is as low an eftimate as can well be made. 
It is agreeable to the precedent of 59 before mentioned and would be 
inf isted on, upon the credit of that precedent ; not to fay, that to uphold 
the importance of a commiffion it cannot decently be valued lower. 

Privates. 
259 @ 5 will amount to 1295 
Calculating on the fecond ratio by the fame procefs the amount 

will be 1680 

On the third ratio it will be 2350 

N.B. — In the propofition lately made by the British Adjutant Gen- 
eral through Mr. Loring to M r Beatty, it was propofed to fettle the 
equivalent of privates for officers, agreeable to the third plan. 

The plan moft commonly held out by the enemy for the exchange of 
the Convention troops is to do it by whole corps. On this plan as thofe 
troops particularly the German are very thinly officered they would re- 
ceive a much larger number of privates, than on the calculation here 
made for exchanging one half our officers for private men. 

Thefe calculations could not be entirely accurate ; but they are nearly 
fo ; and will ferve to form a judgment upon. They if anything rather 
fall fhort of than exceed the truth. 



